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on the Greco-Turkish campaign, I met again Galibeh
Hanoum, with whom I had fallen in love four years before.
In 19183 Turkish ladies who were shopping or visiting in the
European quarter of Pera, would go with their veils thrown
back, but would immediately drop the petcheh over their face
when they crossed the Galata Bridge on their way home to
the Turkish quarter; but now, four years later, I found them
all walking along with the veil tied into a knot at the side of
the head, where it served no purpose but that of an orna-
ment. It was even possible for a Turkish lady to meet a
European for tea in the lounge of either of the two big hotels,
the Tocatlian or the Pera Palace. The ladies of Moslem society
were also able to go to a theatre with their husbands or sit
in the open-air caf6s in the Taxim Gardens. It was a cautious
advance towards the social emancipation of Turkish women,
but they still did not feel quite sure that a policeman would
not intervene as he used to do, if they behaved in too
* Western' a manner, and it was still out of the question for
a European to greet a Turkish woman in the street, let alone
to accompany her. There would immediately have been a
scene, although the presence of the Allied troops hampered the
Turkish police to a certain extent. The fez was still worn.
Not till a year later did the kalpak become the fashion for men,
the fur cap, usually made of black astrakhan, which incident-
ally was almost identical with a fez. There was still no idea
of introducing European hats for men, or of abolishing the
veil for women.
Galibeh, tall, slender, and every bit as lovely as ever,
dared, in view of this partial emancipation, to come to the
Pera Palace Hotel and have tea with me quite openly in the
lounge, whereby I must confess that she displayed more
courage than I. In her hand she held a large box of the best
Turkish delight in the world, made by Hadji Bekir in Stambul;
it was her gift to me. I knew that I should have to leave for
Vienna in two days' time, and I longed to be able to take her
somewhere where we could chat without being disturbed.